
 

 

PICTT’s new trainer, Dr. Maral Saryeva, 
demonstrates her real world-tested e-
tutorial about bread production as a new 
trainer in the Technical Support Room 

USAID Propels Faculty into IT Age
New technologies 
improve teaching skills 
and lesson planning 
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“All of a sudden my 
lectures became 

exciting. My students 
even asked for 

electronic versions of 
my presentations,” said 

Dr. Saryeva. 

  

 

For some students at the Internet Center for Interactive Multimedia 
Learning, learning about IT is more than mastering new computer 
skills and surfing the Internet. For Dr. Maral Saryeva, computer 
and internet training offered an opportunity to learn as well as to 
share her knowledge with others. Dr. Saryeva, an instructor of 
Medical Ecology and Hygiene at the Turkmen State Medical Uni-
versity, has been teaching for over 16 years.  As the IT world has 
advanced, Dr. Saryeva decided to advance her knowledge too. “I 
felt the need to learn something new, and to share my knowledge 
with my students.”  

In May 2010, Dr. Saryeva and seven university instructors started 
a six-week course at the Internet Center, thanks to the USAID-
funded Promotion of Information and Communication Technolo-
gies in Turkmenistan (PICTT) program. This program attracted 
them for several reasons: it provides free, high-quality instruction, 
and is the only place trainees can get individual consultations for 
further use of information communication technology (ICT) after 
completing their classes. The trainees learned the basics of Mi-
crosoft Office, created e-lessons with audio and video materials, 
and improved their lessons with Internet research. Dr. Saryeva’s 
students found her electronic lessons engaging in comparison to 
standard lectures. “All of a sudden my lectures became exciting. 
My students even asked for electronic versions of my presenta-
tions,” she said. 

Dr. Saryeva was so motivated by the training she received that 
she decided to change jobs and become a trainer at the Internet 
Center. Dr. Saryeva explained how rewarding her new job has 
been: “Many students and post-graduates come to the Internet 
Center with questions. Some want to know how to sign up for 
training and many ask for help with Internet research.”  

Her years of teaching have solidified her opinion that individual 
attention to every student is crucial. The goal of PICTT’s newest 
trainer is to educate every trainee, so that all of them not only 
learn new information, but also make an impact on others, carry-
ing their skills through their professional and educational lives. 


